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JOHN ERICSSON Inventor of the Monitor

Is a curious fact that the most mo

IT mentous events of the civil war oc-

curred

¬

on Sunday Indeed the his-

tory

¬

or all Christian nations shows

he Sabbath to be singularly selected by

ate for decisive strife and carnage
On Sunday May 5 1SG1 the first

blow was struck on the part
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the Union at the Relay House eight
uiles from Baltimore The object of the
novement was to cut the railroad com
nunication between Harpers Ferry and
Vashington as it supposed that a
arge body of Confederates was assem

at the former place for an attack
the Capital

Gen Ben Butler was la command of

sagafe -

the Federal troops and was entirel
successful in all particulars Some his-
torians

¬

give the date as May 6 but Gen
eral Butler who ought to know best
states in his book that it was May 5

Butlers Book pages 217 225
On Sunday June 9 1S61 General But

ler then in command of Fort Mon- -
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roe made all necessary preparations to
attack the Confederates proposing to
move against them at midnight but as
a matter of fact the movement began
while It was still the Sabbath day For
this reason it might be said that the
blow was in a certain sense struck on
Sunday

The ilrst battle of Bull Run will al

Wat Wagbuitfton ftuneft
WASHINGTON SUNDAY OCTOBER 5 1902

SABBATH CALM DISTURBED BY BATTLES CLAHOP
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The Hrst Day of the Week Is Singularly
Selected as the Occasion of Great

and Decisive engagements
i -- - 2SSiSIUnion Four Times

Saved Prom
Overthrow on

Sundays

The First Bull Run

Encounter
Between the

Merrimac and
Monitor

Tirmwff

c gen it s 1

i
iLf I of tne arm t0 Couch the situation was

L ni verj ne- - IIad not been
M yl r 7M for the fighting done by Han- -

2 iVf P U cock 3nd hs division and the prompt
vlV YYl action of General Couch as soon as he

f VI 7 to the the Union
kW iVl army In the of com- -
111 rU pctert historians would have gone to
lAl VTm pieces at

h VI K
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ways bo by the world at
large however as the first
blow struck in favor of the Union in the
civil war It is almost known
that this battle was fought July 21 1S61

and History may bo cited
In of the date July 21

1SC1 was Sunday

It is not too daring to assert that the
Union was four times saved from over-

throw on Sunday and others
have paid but meager attention to the

as to how often tho Union was
near the end of its existence
during the civil war From the time
that two great armies stood
each other in Virginia the Federal Cap-
ital

¬

behind one and the Cap-

ital
¬

in the rear of the othor there never
was day during the fearful conflict of
1SC1 65 when the of either
one of those hostile armies would not
have meant the fall of the cause which
it

Proved by the Sequel

This proved by the sequel When
the army at

tho Southern
fell with it Had defeat been with tho
Union arms the effect would have been
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considered
aggressive

universally

Losslngs
confirmation

¬

Historians

question
undivided

opposing

Confederate

a
dcstruitton

represented

-

Confederate surrendered
Appomattox Confederacy
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the same in the Union ¬

to accede to terms
and two separate nations would exist
where there is now but one

Thcro were six during the
war of ISCl Ci when the fate of tho
Union upon the outcome of a
hlnglc battle and a single day Four of
these crises wore on Sun-

day
¬

The battle of Savages Station was
fought on Sunday June 2l 1SC2 the
great decisive event of the Seven Days
fight General Sherman with SOOOO

men the then left wing of
army had been left In a perilous posi-

tion
¬

Had he been defeat-
ed

¬

that wing of the army would have
been and the balance of the
Union forces would have
met the same fate on Monday the
army would have fallen that ia to say
the Union would have been nomore

General who many clnim
was the ablest military genius
by the South during tho war says

a corps
crosed the White Oak Swamp ¬

and left the rear of
army exposed which would have been
fatal had Jackson come up and taken

part with in the battle of Sav-
ages

¬

Siatlon June 2J 1802- Sunday
On Sunday 14 1SC2 the

battle of South was fought
on which occasion defeat to the Union
army would have meant almost inevit-
able

¬

disaster to the Union cause ¬

would In all have been
taken In point of fact both Lincoln
and Halleck gave up as lost

to who says on
page 53 of Story that
they both to him that this
city could not be saved but he thought

At South
fler where what was done

at South Mountain had to be done over
again wrote page 014 Mc
Ciollnns Story I have the ¬

of that God in his mer-
cy

¬

has a second time made me tho In-

strument
¬

of saving the nation The
other occasion to which he referred
was South

Those wore words of Gen-
eral

¬

Brooks as the Union lines pushed
up the rugged slope of South
at Pass that Sun-
day

¬

Ahead of the lino of battle with
sword in one hand and lending his old
giay with the other he ¬

Right up herei Right up Every
man up the mountain TIs victory or
the Union goes God is fighting on our
side today

At
The Union was twice saved from over-

throw
¬

and its army twice saved from
virtual if not nt

The last day of tho
battle was Sunday May 3 1S53

The inarch of Hooker from Gormania
and Elys Fords of the Illver
on was In a certain
sense a but as
the sequel showed tit Hooker
to fight a battle with tt im ¬

rivor in his rear for at chat
season the river could not be crossed
without always in
war At to what else to
render the position of tho Union army
one of peril there has been much criti-
cism

¬

By the middle of the on thnt
eventful Sunday the Union army as tho
result of various among
which may be the

of General Hooker so that ho
was ouugeu to turn over tne commanu

of cr--1- -
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compelling Gov-

ernment Confederate

occasions

depended

momentous

McCiellans

disastrously

destroyed
undoubtedly

Longstreet
produced

Hoinzelman commander
prema-

turely McCiellans

Magruder

September
Mountain

Wash-
ington probability

Washington
according McClellan

MeCIellans
protested

differently
Mountain

Antictam

McClellan
satis-

faction knowing

unquestionably Mountain
prophetic

Mountain
Cramptons eventful

warhorsc ex-
claimed

Chancellorsviile

complete destruction
Chancellorsviile

Rapidau
Chancellorsviile

ttirnIngmovement
compelled

virtually
passable

pontoons hazardous
contributed

afternoon

complications
mentioned temporary

disabling

Spottsylvania Court House

On Sunday May 8 1SC4 the battle ot
Spottsylvania Court House began The
echo of the last gun of the great strug-
gle

¬

of the Wilderness had not yet died
awny before the thunder of Grants ar-

tillery
¬

was heard on the Po River
It has been affirmed by certain au

thorities that the left flank movement
made by General Grant by which he
not only turned Lee out ot his strong
position In the Wilderness but rtieed
the struggle twenty miles south i the
direct road to Richmond saved the
Union from dismemberment This was
the last perilous day for the Federal
army and the Federal Government

Another Crucial Movement

But there was another critical epi-

sode

¬

early in the war that has not been
mentioned On no occasion was the Union
more In peril The situation wast in
tensely dramatic and - withal pecu-

liarly
¬

grotesque The story of how the
Confederates raised a vessel sunk with
ten others by the Federals at Ports-
mouth

¬

navy yard and of this ship made
a monster is well known now since it
has revolutionized all the navies of the
world This monster the Merrimac
threatened the entire Union navy which
was powerless against Its Iron sheath ¬

ing and its deadly guns and ram It
began operations in Chesapeake Bay
which was blockaded by eomc of the
finest war vessels of the Federals Two
of these it destroyed on Its first --trip
Saturday March S 1S62 and then it
leisurely steamed back again to recom-
mence

¬

the work of demolition on the
morrow

Merrimac and Monitor
Early on that Sunday morning she

sailed forth securely bent on tho taik of
annihilation She picked out the Minne-

sota
¬

which was hard and fast In the
mud in Hampton Roads and bore down
on her Then from beside the Mir2c--
sota started forth the most curious look
ing craft ever seen on water The sail-

ors
¬

called it the cheese box on a
raft It was the famous Monitor de ¬

signed by Captain John Ericsson a
Swedish engineer to whose inventive
genius we also owe the screw propeller
and the hot air engine She consisted
of a small Iron hull on top of which
rested a bont shnped raft covered with
sheets of iron which formed the deck
On top of this deck which was about a
yard above the water was an iron cylin-
der

¬

or turret which revolved by ma ¬

chinery and carried two guns She was
built at Now York and was intended
for harbor defense but the fact that the
Confederates were building a great
Ironclad at Norfolk made It necessary
to send her to Hampton Roads The sea
voyage was a fearful ordeal to her crew
again and again she was almost wrecked
but she managed to weather the storm
and early on the evening of March 8
1862 entered Hampton Roads to see the
waves lighted up by the burning Con
gress and tho toss of tho masts of the
Cumberland standing above the water to

The

and

tell the fate of that magnificent frigate
The gloom felt among the Unionists thatSaturday evening it would be impossiblo
to maenlfy how much depended upon
the strange engine that steamed into
the waters of the Roads

The result of the duel between the
ironclads the ensuing Sunday morning
caused a eonsequent elation which can-
not

¬
be described Xeither vessel was

disabled but the Merrimac had met
her match and was balked In her career
of destruction

In three instances the Union arms met
with so called reverses on Sunday that
havo been in two cases at least H has
been contended worth more to the cause
than a dozen victories iri imino1 in
the third instance Jhe supposed reverse
v uGicii ima uctru suuwn o nave oeeu
ot vast benefit to the Union cause

On Sunday April 14 1S51 the Ameri ¬
can flag was furled and the Federal
troops under Major Anderson evacuated
Fort Sumter

The world has probably never yet wit ¬
nessed such a spectacle as that of the
uprising of the great North when word
came that the flag had been furled and
Sumter evacuated In consequence of
the Confederate bombardment Party
lines all over the North were shattered
in a single day and the North arose in
its miht as cne man and resolved that
the Union should bo preserved In a
single day a faltering and undecided
people had been changed by a blow into
one nation with a firm intention

Effect of Bull Run
The first battle of Bull Run fought on

Sunday July 21 1S6I was Jt has beca
well said worth more to the Union
cause than a dozen victories Victories
at the beginning of the war would have
thrown he North off its guard and
would hae led to disasters later on

Says an old soldier in treating of th
situation at this time

Politicians and newspapers promptly
assumed control at the outset and as¬

sumed to command armies and dlctatu
what should be done whereas they wera
totally ignorant of the first rudiments
of war It was assumed that it wa3 onl7
necessary to push forward to Manas3as
fight a battle destroy the Confcdcrata
army and the work was done It waj
absolutely necessary that some seem ¬

ingly great disaster should occur to en-
able

¬

the people of the North to rcaliza
that they had a great war on their
hands and that a war must be fought
out on military Instead of political
lines Members of Congress even as
well as people in all departments ot lite
the highest and tho lowest talked wisely
of the situation and there were none so
dull but could tell Just how the rebel-
lion

¬

could be put down
Chickamauga an apparent reverse

was according to the judgment of soni9
of the ablest historians in reality con ¬
ducive to future victory

The bloody end Important battle ot
Shiloh or Pittsburg Landing was fought
Sunday April 7 1S62 This was Grants
second great victory and one of th
most momentous engagements of tha
war

On Sunday April 2 1SC5 the last great
battle of the rebellion was fought south
of Petersburg Vn the result being tha
total defeat and retreat of the Confed-
erate

¬

army the downfall ot Richmond
and Petersburg virtually ending hostili ¬

ties
It was on Sunday April D 1S53 that

the Confederate army under Robert E
Lee surrendered to General Grant at
Appomattox Court House Va and thus
the day marks the fall of the Con-
federacy

¬

I

rJ

--JA

i

s


